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Serial Number___1_2_0________
UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
FACULTY SENATE

Adopted~

the Faculty Senate

TO:

President Francis H. Horn

FROM:

Chairman of the Faculty Senate

1.

The Attached BILL, titled____~ln~s~t~i~t~u~t~e~o~f~E~n~v~i~r~o~n~me~nt~a~l~B~·~·o~l~o~g~y~-----------

is forwarded for your consideration.
2.

3.

4.

5.

The original and two copies for your use are included.
, Executive Committee in lieu of the 1
This BILL was adopted by vote of thefFaculty Senate on September 7. 1966
(date)
After considering this bill, will you please indicate your approval or
disapproval. Return the original or forward it to the Board of Trustees,
completing the appropriate endorsement below.
In accordance with Section 8, paragraph 2 of the Senate's By-Laws, this
bill will become effective on September 28, 1966 (date), three weeks
after Senate approval, unless: (I) specific dates for implementation are
written into the b i 11; (2) you return it disapproved; (3) you forward
it to the Board of Trustees for their approval; or (4) the University
Faculty petitions for a referendum. If the bill is forwarded to the
Board of Trustees, it will not become effective until approved by the Board.
This action will be reported to the Senate for concurrence at the meeting
on September 29, 1966.
\. \ ... ()~
,........
~
w~\o.._ ~- t'4t·o ·
September 14. 1966
/s/
(date)
Chairman of ~the Faculty Senate

ENDORSEMENT 1.
TO:

Chairman of the Faculty Senate

FROM:

President of the University

Ll ~

REC EIVED
NOV

~~~

319S6

,( UNIVE.~pi_TY ~ ~~ODE IStl-ANO (~t.~~
~UL 'f'tJi~ E ~ "V..t-, ~~

I.

Returned.

2.

Approved£.

3.

{If approved) In my optnton, transmittal to the Board of Trustees is
not necessary.

(,-.4

Disapproved_ __

~~ 1_1l \'
(date)

Form approved 11/65

(over)

ALTERNATE ENDORSEMENT 1.
TO:

Chairman of the Board of Trustees.

FROM:

The University President

I.

Forwarded.

2.

Approved.

g

act .3-'TJ fq trc'
(date)

______________________________./ s/
President

•

ENDORSEMENT 2.
TO:

Chairman of the Faculty Senate

FROM:

Chairman of the Board of Trustees, via the University President.

1.

Forwarded.

----------------------------~/5/

(date)

(Office)
ENDORSEMENT 3.
TO:

Chairman of the

FROM:
1.

Fa~ulty

Senate

The University President

Forwarded from the Chairman of the Board of Trustees.

------------------------------~/5/
President

(date)

Original received an"<l forwarded to the Secretary of the Senate and Registrar
for filing in the Archives of the Un\versity.
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BILL SERIAL NO. 120

INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL BIOLOGY

The establishment of an Institute of Environmental Biology at
the University of Rhode Island as described in the report of the
Institute of Environmental Biology Committee (report attached) dated
April 13, 1966 and submitted to the Vice President for Academic
Affairs is approved by the Executive Committee of the Faculty Senate.
Date of approval by the committee: September 7. 1966.
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University of Rhode Island

April 13, 1966
To:
From:

Dr. F., Don James, Vice President for Academic Affairs
Institute of Environmental Biology Committee

Subject:

I.

Proposal for establishing an Institute of Environmental
Biology at the University of Rhode Island.

I NTRODUCT ION

Environmental Biology is a broad area covering a spectrum of biological activities which range from the understanding of the basic properties
of the biosphere through the impact of human activities such as pollution,
to providing life support systems and studying the biological stresses in
environments where life ts not now known to exist.
Many biological problems are best studied by bringing together scientists, Ideas, resources, and methods from more than one discipline. In the
area of environmental biology this Is particularly true, for in many of its
problems, a solution Is best found by a broad Interdisciplinary approach
employing not only the principles and methods of the life sciences, but
also those of the physical scienc.s and engineering techniques. As a result, an urgent need is now seen for the formation of an institute where
individuals from the various disciplines can work as a group or team on
complex environmental biological problems.
Regardless of the scientific alms motivating any study in environmental
biology, there are many common variables which each individual investigator
cannot hope to measure. This is the simplest argument for coordination - to
avoid dupl icatlon of measurement. Moreover, lasting scientific contributl01.s
In the field are promoted by a cooperat fve system in wh tch cross-fert i Hzatlor.
of ideas and perspectives arise as a natural consequen~ of mutual concern.
Several departmentsat the University of Rhode tsland are now actively
engaged in teaching and research which may be classified as environmental
biology or are planning research in the environmental sciences. If environmentS) biology can be called a science at its present state, it Is one
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of the biggest sciences at the University of Rhode Island. A list of
departments actively engaged in environmental biology include most of
those tn the College of Agriculture, several departments in Arts and
Setehces, a good portion of the College of Engineering, and two-thirds
of the Graduate School of Oceanography. Because the university Is a
land-grant institution in a rural area, in the country 1 s most densely
populated state, environmental problems have long been a matter of deep
concern. Mc,:::r investigations, research programs and courses have resulted
to meet the challenge. Their discipline-orientation ts now eroding at
such a rapi d rate tha.t a broader v lew Is now necessary. So that these programs may draw more effectively upon the resources and talents of their
allied disciplines and to further p~te Interdisciplinary biological
research e: ~ ·;:.ht3 Un ~ ver~ !ty of Rhode Island, it is proposed that an organizat ion be fo t med to be called the Institute of Environmental Biology.
II.

HI STORY

Cooperative activity In the biological areas at the University of Rhode
Island dates back to 1954 when the departments of Zoology and Electrical
Engineering first offered a special course In electro-physiology. As a
result of the transition of the biological sciences from analysis by inductive empiricism to that of deductively formulated theory, and the emer•
gence of the interdisciplinary science of Biomedical Engineering, Dr. Jacob
Kline in March of 1962 proposed to President Horn that an interdiscipl tnary
program of teaching and resea'rch among the College of Arts and Sciences,
College of Pharmacy, Marine Biology and Oceanography, College of Engineer·
ing, School of Nu rsing and the Dental Hygiene School be established. As
a result of this proposal a program in the Bio-Medical Sciences was established among the departments of Electrical Engineering, Pharmacology and
Zoology. Six courses were introduced and students from Electrical EngineerIng, Zoology and Pharmacology have participated in the program.
During 1964-65 the University has established affiliations with several
laboratories investigating problems which relate to or are directly involved
with envlronm~n tqt biology. These are the u.s. Navy New London Submarine
Base Physiological Laboratory, New London, Conn., Army Institute of Environmental Medicine at Natick, Massachusetts, New York Zoological Park, Bronx,
New York and the NASA Ames Research Center at Moffett Field, California.
As a result of the burgeoning interests in the lnterdlscipl inary area of
environmental blologyat the University, and these increasing outside affiliations, Dr. Victor H. Hutchison in June of 1965 proposed to President
Horn that an Institute of Environmental Biology be established at the University
of Rhode Island. Dr. Horn accepted this proposal, a committee was established to plan the institute, and $10,000 was appropriated for the 1966-67
fiscal year. The committee formulated an organization for the institute
which follows in section 3 of this proposal.
Ill.

ORGANIZATION
a)

~:

Institute of Environmental Biology. ~n association of
scientists actively engaged In teaching and research in
Environmental Biology).
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b) .Qbjectives:
1) Promote an interdisciplinary approach to the study and
solution of problems in environmental biology.
2) Stimulate, guide and encourage research in this area.
3) Develop a program of training in this area.

4) Provide consultation, services and aid in studying and
advising community agencies In problems related to health
and natural resources.
c) Organization:
1) Director

2) Executive Committee

3) Members

4) Secretary
Director:

Until the institute activities require a fulltime director, the IEBC recommends that the
director be in full-time employment at the University of Rhode Island, assigned to the Institute
one-half time and one-half time to a department.

Executive Committee:
1) The membership shall consist of one representative each
from the Colleges of Agriculture, Arts and Sciences,
Engineering and Pharmacy, the Graduate School of Oceanography, one representative from Associated Laboratories,
and the University 1 s Coordinator of Research, making a
total of seven members. The Institute Director shall
serve as chairman of this committee.
2) Each committee member will serve for three years.
selec~ed members serving on the initial
committee, two will serve for one year, two for two years,
and two for three years. Method of determining the re·
spective duration of their initial terms is left to the
first executive committee. Members can succeed themselves
only if they have served for a period of less than three
years. Former members serving a full three-year term may
be considered for membership only after a lapse of one year.

3) Among the six

4) Committee members will be elected from members of the Institute, approved by the respective Deans and then recommended to the President for appointment.
5) Members of the Executive Committee may resign after submitting formal notice to the lnstitute•s Director.

<;
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It is recommended that the first Executive committee
for the Institute of Environmental Biology be selected
from the members of the present committee who were
responsible for the formation of the Institute.

Membership:

Faculty and professional staff of associated
laboratories working or teaching in the area
of environmental biology. Individual members
affiliated with the institute will remain in
and still be under the administration of their
respective departments.

An organizational Chart for the Institute of Environmental Biology is
attached.
The Committee
L. s. Albert
J. J. DeFeo
W. P. Gould
c. s. Hammen
H. P. Jeffries
J • K1i ne (Cha i rman)
cc:

Dean Crawford
President F. H. Horn
Dean P. F. Merenda
Dean P. Nash
Dean J. Pollack
IEB Committee Members
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr,

Albert
DeFeo
Gould
Hammen
Jeffries
Kllne

Dean J. W. Cobble
Dean J. A. Knauss
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University of Rhode tsland
Institute of Environmental
Biology
Organizational Chart
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Membership - Members of the University Community
teaching or conducting research in environmental
biology; personnel from off-campus .
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such as:
1) U.S. New London Submarine Base Physiological
Laboratory, New London, Connecticut.
2) Army Institute of Environmental Medicine,
Natick, Mass.
3) New York Zoological Park, Bronx, New York.
4) NASA Ames Research Center, Moffett Field, California.
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